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Dare establish Life and Death
Education

Caring Documentary to
remove isolation

St. James’ “Funeral Navigation Service” has been encouraging
Hong Kong people to discuss life and death as well as the necessary
arrangements through seminars and exhibitions. Its objective is to
familiarize people with this information that will come in handy sooner
or later. This year St. James' has set up a website titled ” Life and Death
Education” Funded by The Board of Management of the Chinese
Permanent Cemeteries, the website strives to expand life and death
education to citizens of different social strata, hoping that people can

easily acquaint themselves with local funeral procedures.

In addition, “Life and Death Education” focuses on people should
treasure their life as well as family relationship. The documentary aims
at inducing citizens to treasure people around and near. People work
long hours, they work hard, too. They communicate less and they
spend comparatively less time with their family. Often it is too late and
people are remorseful when they wish to show love and care to their
parents who no longer live to experience. These communal, educational
documentary films, shot by famous director Ms Sin Wai Chu at no cost to
St. James, consist of titles such as “ Wish of 100,000 Mothers’, “Poetry of
Life”, "Ceramics and Laternal love’,“Dance and Love of Father” etc. These
aim at drawing viewers'attention to care for life, to re-kindle concern and

harmony and to discuss death positively.

Each documentary is based on facts modified from a true story to
arouse empathy from the viewers. The character can be a wise mother
who discusses arrangements after her death in the middle of celebrating
Mother’s Day. Another can focus on the subtle father-son relationship in
which both are poor at expressing their emotions . The son never realizes
how much his father means to him until he has died. All these films try to

make people aware that people should treasure each other and be brave

at expressing one’s feelings. They should tell to each others how they feel

and leave no room for guesses.

There is a wide coverage of topics in our web such as emotional
support and tips on funeral matters etc. The web is designed to
“popularize the knowledge of funeral procedures” to increase people’s
awareness of funeral rituals and plan while alive. As a result, it can reduce
fear and taboo when death knocks on the door. Those interested to
know more are welcome to visit www.lifeanddeatheducation.sjs.org.hk

or call 2813-3230.

Volunteer Printer(ZEF5EQMI) : Genworth Financial Asia Ltd.
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Our Members Can
Look Good !

“The Home Haircut Service”is run by a group of enthusiastic
hairdressers, which renders complimentary hair dressing
services for the poor elderly and the disabled with the hope
that they can regain their self-confidence by having a good
appearance. A few days ago, two hairdresser volunteers visited
a Training Centre for patients of spasm situated at Tung Chung
and helped to do the haircut for a group of people who are
either mentally retarded or suffer from spasm.

Mr.Chan, who's the officer of the Training Centre, indicated
that they had tried to take their members to some hair salons
to have a haircut, however, they were often discriminated and
even refused admittance. They cannot but to hire in-house
hairdressing service, but rare hairdressers are willing to come to
their Centre. Having come to know our“Home Haircut Service”
which perfectly meets the need of their members, Mr. Chan

made an enquiry.

The appointed day came, two hairdresser volunteers
appeared in the Training Centre. They coped with the members
there very well and had the haircut done for every one of them
with great care. Some of the members were scared by the sound
of the electric hair scissors, our volunteers immediately used
other tools instead although it would take them a longer time
to finish the work. Some members were very active and moved
around even when they were having the haircut done. Our
volunteers, therefore, had to try hard to attract their attention
by telling some jokes and making some funny gestures while
doing the haircut quickly and, of course, carefully. It took just
one morning to finish the “mission of beauty”for more than ten
members who, at the end, looked at themselves in the mirror
with great satisfaction and smiled happily and said, “Thank you

I

very much. | am looking so good now

Upon completion of the service, Mr. Chan made his
remark with great appreciation, “the hairdresser volunteers are
fantastic. They are professional and efficient. With the help of St.
James’'Settlement, our members can have a good appearance!
It has been a problem for us as to how to arrange haircut for
our members which is a must as their hair keeps on growing!
They need to look neat and tidy, just as the other people do.
Many thanks to the enthusiastic volunteers who helped people
in need and made them look great! What a relief to us!”

rSHETEHEE - |

“Thanks to the volunteer for doing the haircut for me.”




